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- | have been blessed to be a member of the
COMMANDEROGS C @GN Sons of Confederate Veterans for about six
~ years and the kindness and generosity of
my fellow Compatriots an their families has
rekindled that youthful spirit it me once

by Eddie fAiSpook

Christmas Tidings again. | am thankful for being surrounded
by such giving and caring Southern Ladies
As many of us are still a bit stuffed from YR DSYyuf SYSYy ® LUQ3

CKEYl1a3aagayas AGQa G RRes wiich makes,mes Noudi ® e a g
Tide season. When | was younger, | member of the Upshur County Patriots and

the tree, shiny new toys and new clothes. | ©one of you.
longed for that vacation and time away
from school. (My kids seemed to enjoy
a0K22ft® LQY y20 jdzZAdGS adaNBE gKSNBE L ¢Sy
wrong with them.)

*Give What You Can to Heritage Defense*

What | miss the most were the nights after
Thanksgiving, when weasg Christmas
songs accompanied with our pianand of
the drives my parents took us on through
the city to see the decorations and visit with
friends and family. Most of all, | remember
watching my parents, our family, the
neighbors and our friends as di
undertook all manner of giving of
themselves and their good and bountiful
fortunes that they had been blessed with
during the year. This act of giving that | Merry Christmas General Lee
witnessed growing up was not limited to  Photo by: Mort Kunstler

the Christmas season, although it did take

on speciakignificance as we honored Jesus.
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kept nagging me aboutdivotes. Finally, |
}A‘ reviewed our bylaws and discovered that in
— the event of a tie vote, the Compatriot with
the greatest seniority in the Camp would be
declared the winner. Had | been a little
quicker on the uptake on election night, |

Another year has come and is dragito a could _ha\:ce soI\I/edthat issue then. |
02y Of dzA A2 Y @ G 0 K & aPRegige for mylapsg gl emens | N &
activities, we look forward to the election of [ d60x 3158 &1 OK .

our fellow Compatriots to represent us in officers for 2016, our complete support in
h ' . This i ly > A PRy N
the upcoming year is is an extremely (KSANI SYRSI 02NB FyR f

important part of our Camp business as ho th thei in the ring t K

each of these men are the visible facelo# W OC rew ; elr nbame_: n elrln_g 0 make
Sons of Confederate Veterans in our public our t-amp strong by giving us €
efforts tq fulfill the Charge. The results of The Guardian
the election are as follows:

Upshur County Patriots
Election of Officers for 2@&1
By Eddie Pricer

By Phil Davis

Commander Phil Davis
15tLt. Cmdr. Don Loyd

2" Lt. Cmdr. David Palmer
39 Lt. Cmdr. Bill Starnes

Adjutant Rickie Gipson

Color Sqt. Justin Jones

Chaplain Larry Harper

Judge Adv. Kim Duffey

Qtr. Master Joseph Moss

Historian Bruce Swinney As the chairman of both the National and
Surgeon Archie Hass Texas Division Guardian Program, | must say

that | am well pleased with the progress of

In the election for the office of Color each. The National Program is increasing in

Sergeant, there was a tie vote. Initially, | L .
thought we coulduse a coin toss or draw participation at a steadyate. Since | have

straws to break the tie. Then | had one of P€en Chairman, two other States,
those epiphany moments, in other words Oklahoma and Arkansas have developed
the light bulb came on and it occurred to their own Guardian Program. | am told that

me, why not let both of these young men  North Carolina is also working towards
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As far as the Texas Division Guardian
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Program, v have now reached 405
completed applications. | think this is very
good, as we began after March of 2012.

| 26 SOSNE L 62y Qi 65
Texas SCV member turns in an application.
9@SNE GAYS L lal GKS
less and less are lefiteng. Keep up the
good work Compatriots.

¢tKA& Aa GKS GAYS 27
you please take one of our Confederate
Heroes and be his Guardian?

As | always say, | believe with all my being in
the Guardian Program and | hope that in
some smallway | can convince you of its
AYLR2NIIF YOS Ay Fdzf FAL
must, now more than ever, show the world
that we care about our Southern Heritage
and the Valiant Heroes that fought to

UPCOMING EVENTS

NEXT MEETING

al A aEhkisns Pdry G A € S@S
TuesdayPecemberlst, at7:00 p.m.
& D dzt N%‘R,pﬁg%”% G2 adly
Walking & Steakhouse

Gilmer, Texas

0 KS @iSEerNbhrisgNsdbiiadA y 3 ¢

ThursdayDecember 3.
Parade w@mrtsat 5PM
Muster 5PM on Titus St.

Ore City Christmas Parade
Saturday, Decembers

y 3 Peraie®risatgPMNp § ¢ o
Muster at4PMon Peach St.

2

t A

preserve it.

Merry Christmas and a very Happy New
Year to yowand yours,

As always leave you with this question:

Are you a Guardian® not, why not?

Thank You
From the Davis Family

Jane and | wish to thank you, our camp,
Upshur County Patriots Camp #2109 for
your prayers, cards, phone calls and flowgrs
in the time of our loss. It was a time pf
great sorrow as we lost my brother, Charles
5/ A& |yR WFySQa o[NP
We gratefully acknowledge the caring and
love ofthis camp.

Phil & Jane Davis
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Camp Leadership
Upshur County Patriots Camp #2109

Commander
Eddie Pricer
(903) 7626395
Sons of Confederate Veterans. .. spooky1522@etex.net
... “To you, Sons of Confederate 1Lt. Commander
yetern e vl commit e oo o Phil Davis
il (903)790-7137

strength will be given the defense of the
r Confederate soldier’s good name, the guard-
ianship of his history, the emulation of his

userphil97 @aol.com

virtues, the perpetuation of those principles 2Lt. Commander
he loved and which you love also. and those Don Loyd
ideals which made him glorious and which (903) 7976922

youalso cherish. Are you alsoready to die for
your country? Is you life worthy to be re-
membered along with theirs? Do you choose

donloyd@etex.net

for yourself this greatness of soul? Adjutant
Rickie Gipson

"Not in the clamor of the crowded street,

Not in the shouts and plaudits of the throng, (903) 7622471

But in ourselves are triumph and defeat.” . .. grassburacres@yahoo.com
From a speech by Chaplain
Confederate Gen. Stephen D. Lee, J ie Ei
presiding officer at the 16th Annual Reunion amie Eltson

of the United Confederate Veterans, (903) 5924110

New O.rleans, Louisiana, jeitson@aol.com
April 25th - 27th, 1906,

Editor
David Palmer

(903) 2378941
david.palmer@upshurpatriots.org

Web Maser
Jee Reynolds
(903) 7178608

Lt. General Stephen D. Lee Joe.Reynolds@davidrreynolds.org
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If you are not receiving the Newsletter by
e-mail, and would like to be added to the OUR PLEDGES
distribution list, contact:

David Palmer, Editor
david.palmer@upshurpatriots.org . PLEDGE TO THE U.S. FLAG:

| pledge allegiance to the Flag C

the United States of America,

And to the republic for which it
stands, One nation, under God, indivisible, Wit
liberty and justice for all.

PLEDGE TO THE TEXAS
FLAG:

Honor the Texas Flag; | pledge
allegiance to thee Texas, one state under God,
and indivisible.

Eddie Pricer, Commander of The Upshu SALUTE TO THE
: : . CONFEDERATE FLAG:

County Patriotgon L)being presented with

a Certificate of Appreciation from Joe | | salute the Cofederate Flag Wit
. ‘ affection, reverence, and Undyi

Reynoldgon R)Commander O_f_The D_aVId R. devotion to the cause For which it stands.

Reynolds Camp. The Certificate is for

assistanceand a $500 dollardonation from

the Upshur County Patriot®r a new camp

start up.

Genral Robert E. Lee
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Fraud Eposed andondemned

Proverbs 20:14

GLOQa y2 322 RSthehiyera
then goes off andboasts about the
LJdzNIO K (frém3te guest study bible)

Most likely this was not a bad purchase, but
something kin totK S 6 I NII S NA y 3
an unruly habit of the individual.

The man who would be honest, must be
influenced by honestyln every part of his
conduct, and, on all occasions. Conducting
business in our world in a fair and upright
manner is mosimportant in building a life
of honesty.

¢ KS ydzYoSNJ 2y S NXzt SY
0 KéaSt ¥ XE rulel frBids K &NJo
6O 2 & SNe @ré not forbidden to desire the
property of another on fair and equitable
terms. It forbids every desire to increase
2dzNJ LINBLISNIL & |0
We all enjoy getting a goodleal or a
bargain if the procesmsures our neighbor
Iscontent. As members of a civil society,

<

2 dzNJ Yy SA

We care for the welbeing of our neighbor.
Often we aretempted to deviate from this
position, but then we act as waould; as if
our fellowcitizen could see our hearts.

The inconsiderate thirst for bargainsnc
gooddeals, is one othe social curses of
this present age we live in. We have
observedhow the influence for cheapness
spreads. Attempting to relievethe person
of his goods by deception is meapirited
2Rd sAcuid BeHdbhofred 60)‘?‘ the honest
citizen. When closing the deal, wshould
determine if the other person is satisfied
with the procesf buying and selling.

V\/%%%W g?\/X Biirsties to buying cheap,
only if advantages aréawful, and will not
compass unrighteous and unfair gains.

Honesty rules!

Jamie Etson, Chaplain

aft 20S
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Famous Confederate Quotes

From the American Revival

Surrender means that the history of this
heroic struggle will be written by the
enemy; that our youth will be trained by
Northern schoolteachers; will learn from
Northern school books their version of the
War; will be impressed by all the influences
of history and education to regard our
gallant dead as traitors, and our maimed
veterans as fit subjects for derision.

Upshur County Patriots Cemetery Survey

General Pat Cleburn€SA
On November 122015,the UpshurCounty

t FGNRA2GaQ [/ SYSUGSNE
continued their work at the OIld Gilmer
Cemetery. Graves of Confederate Soldiers
and Able BodiedMen from the era wee
documented. Those taking pamsere: Kim
Duffey, committee chairman, George and
Esher Linton, Eddie Pricer, Phil Davis, David
Palmer and Ben Adkison.

Comments or suggestions should be made
to: David Palmer, Editor
david.palmer@upshurpatriots.org
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From the original 1863 Print

The image shows a family split apart by the
Civil War. The left image shows a scene of a
woman, ate at night on Christmas Eve, on
her knees in earnest prayer.

She is at the window looking up at the night
sky, obviously distressed about the absence
of her husband. In the background che
seen a small bed with her two children in it.
On the wall, a [gture of the woman's
husband can be seen hanging. On the inset
image on the right, the woman's husband
can be seen sitting with his rifle around a
lonely campfire. In his hand is a small album
with photographs of his wife and children.
He is obviously lmesome, missing his wife
and kids on a cold winter night.

From: www.sonofthesouth.nei

www.updurpatriots.org
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Christmas in the Civil War
NJ / KNAAUYLI &cé€
By Kevin Rawlings

Christmas was an especially difficult time
for soldiers and th families they left at
home. On the home front, many women
and children widened their responsibilities
and suffered hardships causedy bthe
absence of their Husbands, Fathers and
Sons.

It was not untili Christmas 25 days
afterwards (after the Battle of Franklin Nov.
30th 1864) that | was enabled to borrow a
yoke of oxen, and spent the whole of that
Christmas Day hauling seventeen dead
horses from this yard. Moscow Carter
b/ I NI SNJ | 2 dzBeakiNgSabduR S
Christmas Day 1864.

The Same year in Central Virginia, young
William Nalle hurried to his grandmother's
farm, which Union Cavalrymen were
NI yalOlAy3Id | NNRAJAY I
spectacle | shall not shortly forget." All the
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stock and forage were snatched up by the
Union troopers. Doors were ripped off
during the greedy search for provisions and
some of the troopers grabbed his
grandmother's collar demanding money.
Christmas hadame to the barren Virginia

countryside, one that young William and
many others in the region would never
forget.

Most southern children endured meager
living during the war, and Christmas only
accentuated the hardship.

3yr old Robert Martin said he wasréd of
the war" because Santa Clause forgot to
come to the Shenandoah Valley"

Many southern children were told that
"Santa was a Yankee" so Confederate
pickets would not let Santa through.

By contrast though, many northern children
still received gifts andreats because the
northern economy actually flourished and
expanded as the war dragged on.

Historical December Events

TheBattle of Fredericksburg/a.

From: Civil War Trust
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December 11¢ 15, 1862 was one of the
largest and deadliest of the WaRobert E.
Lee, Watching the great Confederate
victory unfolding from his hilltop command
Ll2ad SEOfIFAYSRZ aai
G§SNNRAOE SZ 2N 6S &K2d

Attack on Pearl Harbor

On December 7, 1941 at 7:55AM (local
time), "a date that will live in infamy,"
nearly 200 Japanese aircraft attacked Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii, long considered the US
"Gibraltar of the Pacific." The raid, which
lasted little more than one hour, left nearly
3,000 dead. Almost the entire US Pacific
Fleet was at anchor there, and few ships
escaped damage. Several were sunk or
disabled, while 200 US aircraft on the
ground were destroyed. The attack on Pearl
Harbor brought about immediate US entry
into WWII, a declaration of war being
requested by Pradent Franklin D.
Roosevelt and approved by Congress
December 8, 1941.

On December 8, 1941, one day after the
surprise Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor,
Gongress declared war against Japan and
the US entered WWII.
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We are proud to be associated with the
United Daughters of the Confederacy and
the Order of the Confederate Rose.

The United Daughters of the Confederacy

From: http://www.hqudc.orqg/

The General Organization of the United
Daughters of the Confederacy svéounded

in Nashville, Tennessee, on September 10,
1894, by Mrs. Caroline Meriwether
Goodlett of Tennessee as Founder and Mrs.
Lucian H. (Anna Davenport) Raines of
Georgia as GoFounder. The UDC is the
2dzi ANRPGGK 27F
associationssewing societies and knitting
circles that worked throughout the South
during the War Between the States to
supply the needs of the soldiers. After the
War, these organizations kept pace with the
changing times and evolved into cemetery,
memorial, monumeh and Confederate
Home Associations and Auxiliaries to Camps
of Confederate Veterans. Out of these
many local groups, which for nearly 30
years rendered untold service to the South
and her people, two statewide

organizations came into existence as early
as 1890: the Daughters of the Confederacy
in Missouri and the Ladies Auxiliary of the
/| 2y FTSRSNIGS {2f RASNID:
The association with these two
organizations makes the UDC the oldest
patriotic lineage organization in the
country.

The Order offheConfederate Rose

From: http://www.scocr.orqg/

The Order of The Confederate Rose is a
historical organization whose main purpose

y dzY S NR digs to supgRix $hg ponsk ef yConKegdarate

Veterans in their service to the&outh.
Other functions include, but are not limited
to, education history, heritage research,
and preservation of the Sacred Symbols of
the Confederacy and remembrance of the
valiant soldiers who fought for freedom
from northern aggressors.

The Order of he Confederate Rose is
YIEYSR FFGOSNI w2aS Qb
1864) a brave, beautiful and successful spy
who lost her life in the quest for Southern
Freedom.
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